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Dear Friends,

On May 19, 2007, Samah Idriss, Lebanese writer and editor of Al-Adab magazine, wrote an editorial
titled “A Critique of (Pseudo) Critical Consciousness: Kurdistan - Iraq, A Case in Point.” The piece,
published following the fifth Irbil Festival, denounced the pandering of many Arab intellectuals to
President Jalal Talabani, sponsor of the Festival, and to Fakhri Karim, its director. Idriss exposed the
situation in Kurdistan as being very different from the island of stability we read about in the media. He
spoke of the role of Israel and the Mossad, of violations of human rights (especially women’s rights), of
“honor crimes,” of the role of the CIA... Idriss also alluded to what tens of influential people have written
before him, particularly to Karim's corruption within the old Iraqi Communist Party, and the role some




Iraqi communists (among others) have played in various intelligence services. Due to an antiquated “Law
of Press” that not only prevents “libel and slander” but also prevents people from documenting their
accusations, Karim took Idriss to court and won his case. Idriss is now appealing. A campaign in support
of Idriss and Al-Adab was recently launched in Lebanon. Its aim is to amend the law as to allow more
freedom to criticize public figures and allow "slanderers" to provide proofs and witnesses.
We would like to add that in 2002, Samah among others started a campaign, in Lebanon, to boycott companies
doing business with Israel. Their research was subsequently used by groups in Syria, Egypt, Jordan, and Bahrain
to start their own campaign. After 2004 he has worked closely with the Palestinian BDS movement. In 2006 he
was a founding member of the Civil Resistance Campaign in the aftermath of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon.
Thank you,
Andrew Pollack and Mirene Ghossein

LGN e a3l g5 ells M5,
USA: Ammiel Alcalay (academic), WESPAC FOUNDATION (Peace and Justice Coalition), Cecilia
Lavan (political activist), Diana Takieddine (pianist), Gaby Kety (MD), Andrew Pollack (activist), Irene
Gendzier (academic), Joseph Massad (academic), Michael Gazelle, Helen Schiff (political activist),
Majida Hilmi, Didi Beydoun, Mariam Said, Sulafa al-Bassam, Tamara Grapek, Assaf Kfoury (academic),
Nicole Toutounji (photographer), Pierre Kfoufy (business consultant), Charles Hazzi (MD), Joan
Glickman (psychologist), Mirene Ghossein, Daniel Strum.

France: Kamal Boulllata (painter and writer), Lily Farhoud.

Lebanon: Grégoire Haddad (Archbishop).
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